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what if everything you thought you knew about socialism was wrong socialism the 100 year old misnomer invites you to rethink a century of
political and cultural myth making dana neac[cJu distinguishes real socialism rooted in democracy and wealth redistribution from its
authoritarian counterfeit soviet style state capitalism drawing on political theory political economy law and culture and using layered textual
analysis neac[cju exposes how language ideology and legal systems conspired to mislabel repression as revolution featuring rare visuals and

sharp close readings this book equips you to separate fact from fiction and rethink what justice ownership and power could truly mean

since the end of world war ii global capitalism spearheaded by us financial interests and backed by the most lethal military force that has ever
been assembled has consolidated its power over the world economy in the past decades especially transnational corporations have tightened
their control over national governments and international institutions the imposition of free trade policies and the increasing privatization of
social services have facilitated the accumulation of fabulous wealth for the owners of capital at the expense of working people and the
environment worldwide contemporary capitalism now dominates every major sector of the world economy the social and environmental costs
of contemporary capitalism are prohibitive the global megatrends of rising inequality and absolute poverty political instability and global
climate change all compounded and accelerated by this predatory mode of production are adversely affecting the lives and threatening the
future of every inhabitant of nations and the entire world in view of these megatrends and the current global economic crisis the conclusion
that contemporary capitalism does not serve the interests of the vast majority of the people on the planet and is both economically and
environmentally unsustainable is self evident history offers harsh lessons the political violence of the 20th century which resulted in an
estimated 200 million deaths and untold economic and environmental destruction cautions us to work for socialism in the 21st century with
every means at our disposal except violence facing the awful power and willingness of capitalism to coerce and corrupt we must find ways to

make soft power prevail clearly a revolution is in order it is time to place the socialist alternative on the national and world agenda

beyond liberalism and communism socialist theory and the chinese case presents a new conceptual framework of socialism and applies it to
the study of socialist development in china shedding new light on modern china and signposting novel directions in socialist thought based on
a marxian polanyian approach the book develops a new conceptual framework of socialism by taking the liberal and the communist

challenges seriously in doing so brie develops a liberal and a communist formula of socialism based upon two owners of socialist property the
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individuals and the society different forms of possession public common associative and individual meditating the interests of the two
opposite owners and democracy as an expression of the will of the many and of all together in common this formula is then applied to
socialist development in china analysing its booming centrally directed economy and the political ways to safeguard democracy as the rule of
for and by the people under the chinese communist party with an analysis of the means by which china has pursued a unique form of socialist
development beyond liberalism and communism socialist theory and the chinese case will appeal to scholars of modern china political theory

political sociology and socialist thought

david lane outlines succinctly yet comprehensively the development and transformation of state socialism while focussing on russia and the
countries of eastern europe he also engages in a discussion of the chinese path in response to the changing social structure and external
demands he outlines different scenarios of reform he contends that european state socialism did not collapse but was consciously dismantled
he brings out the west s decisive support of the reform process and gorbachev s significant role in tipping the balance of political forces in
favour of an emergent ascendant class in the post socialist period he details developments in the economy and politics he distinguishes
different political and economic trajectories of countries of the former ussr the new member states of the european union and china and he
notes the attempts to promote further change through coloured revolutions the book provides a detailed account not only of the unequal
impact of transformation on social inequality which has given rise to a privileged business and political class but also how far the changes
have fulfilled the promise of democracy promotion wealth creation and human development finally in the context of globalisation the author
considers possible future political and economic developments for russia and china throughout the author a leading expert in the field brings
to bear his deep knowledge of socialist countries draws on his research on the former soviet union and visits to nearly all the former state

socialist countries including china
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